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6,000 persons. Fifteen villages have been abandoned
by their inhabitants, who have fled-—-some westward,
to the Tobacco tribes; others to St. Joseph (Charity)
Island in Georgian Bay; others still talk of going to
the Manitoulin Islands. To this last refuge the
Fathers intend at first to follow their flock, abandon-
ing their residence of Ste. Marie; they consider it a
central and convenient location from which to extend
their work among the Northern and Western Algon-
kin tribes, and to maintain the trade of these with
Quebec and Three Rivers. Ragueneau's final deci-
sion, however, is to go to St. Joseph Island, whither
most of the fugitive Hurons decide to flee. To that
island the residence of Ste. Marie will be transferred;
and it will be, as at the old location, the center of
mission activities in Western Canada. A letter is
appended, written by Chaumonot, who during the
past year has been in charge of a mission on St.
Joseph.

This Relation, as originally published, ends with
Chaumonot's letter; but the second edition appends
a postscript, containing additional news-—-brought
by a later vessel from Canada — of the fortunes of
the Huron mission. One of the letters thus re-
ceived— written from St. Joseph Island, in August,
1649 — states that three hundred Huron families
have taken refuge on that island; and that the
Jesuits have also gone thither, having abandoned
Ste. Marie. Here all suffer fearful privations; for,
having fled from their cultivated fields to a wilder-
ness, they must resort for food to wild roots and
fruits. The Fathers are, however, consoled by the
eagerness of these people to embrace the Faith;
during the past thirteen months, they have baptized


